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JOIN US at MARIN ART AND GARDEN CENTER
 August 26, Tuesday

            Orchid Wiz/Orchid Doctor at 6:30 pm. Program starts at 7 pm.
Livermore Room

30 SIR FRANCIS DRAKE BLVD in ROSS
(directly across from the Ross Police and Fire Dept at the Lagunitas Ave intersection)

The Back Bulb
Marin Orchid Society Monthly Newsletter

August, 2008
MarinOrchidSociety.com

August Program: Speaker Jeff Tyler!

Jeff Tyler is Vice President of The Orchid Forum 
of Sacramento and his topic is “Bulbophyllum 
Orchids: Beautiful, Bizarre Creatures and How 
to Grow Them”. !
In Mr. Tyler’s collection of 470 orchids, he grows 
over 140 different Bulbophyllums, along with 
his other orchid favorites: Stanhopeas and 
Vandaceous orchids. ! He has had two orchids 
awarded by the AOS: Cattleya Landate ‘Loura’ 
HCC & Promenaea Colmaniana ‘Mameha’ HCC. 
In his own words: “I suspect you may be 
shocked by what you will learn.” and “Simply 
put, I LOVE LOVE LOVE ORCHIDS!  
Opportunity table: Mr. Tyler will provide  
plants for the raffle, so don’t miss this 
opportunity to learn about the largest genus of 
the Orchid family, and to win some plants for 
your own collection.

Refreshments:  Coffee and dessert will be served.  
If your last name begins with A through G, please 
bring a dessert around 6:30 pm so we can set it up 
for the meeting.   Members who bring a dessert will 
be given a free strip of raffle tickets.!

 NEXT EVENT: 

The Annual MOS Gourmet BBQ
Sunday, August 24, 3 pm to 7 pm

 Cost of only $10 
for 

Lisa Lee’s famous feast!
RSVP to Jeff 459-3278 or 
jeffmulanax@gmail.com

Thank you Jeff and Lisa for hosting this 
fabulous BBQ every year!

If you don’t already know how to get to Lisa & Jeff’s beautiful 
home, get directions from Jeff when you RSVP! 

Directions to MAGC: From 101 freeway take Central San Rafael 
exit, turn West onto  Third Avenue in San Rafael and continue 
through the Miracle Mile to the hub in San Anselmo. Take a left 
(East) at Sir  Francis Drake Blvd and then left into MAGC. From 
South Marin, you could also exit at Sir  Francis Drake Blvd and 
turn right into MAGC.

Board of Directors
President: Jeff Mulanax  459-3278  Community Education Committee Chair: Glenn Smith 457-2538

Treasurer: Bill Lenarz 457-1642 Secretary: Lynne Murrell 457-0836 Editor: Mary Ann Aleandri 408-3281  
At Large: Susan Anderson (707) 762-2917  

Web Master: John Merlo

WELCOME  NEW  MEMBERS
We look forward to getting to know you!

John and Mercedes Rojas 
Sheila Smith
Ann Weiskof

mailto:jeffmulanax@gmail.com
mailto:jeffmulanax@gmail.com
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July Program: 
One of Marin Orchid Society’s favorite programs, 
Orchids 101 was, as usual, a great success! Our 
resident experts Glenn Smith, Sandra Fallat and 
Linda Tripp provided many different approaches to 
the care and feeding of our favorite plants, orchids! 
Beginners and advanced growers all left the meeting 
with some new information and some new plants as 
well! We had a wonderful Opportunity Table that 
was provided by Sandra Fallat. There were many 
kinds of orchids that enticed all levels of growers!

Here are some tips from our experts:
There are so many types of orchid that everyone 
can find some orchid that will grow well no matter 
where they live!
There are many different ways and styles of caring 
for orchids. Figure out what works best in your own 
“micro” environment. 
Do you use water softener in your home? Use water 
from a hose outside the house to water your 
orchids! They hate water softener.
Bugs? Many growers like Bayer Rose and Garden 
spray.

Use a balanced fertilizer weakly, weekly! 

Orchids 101    
In winter cut back on dilution to " strength. Some 
do not feed at all if the plant is not growing. 

Flowering requires less nitrogen; vegetative growth 
needs more nitrogen. How do you know which to use 
when? One strategy used by our Master Gardener 
Glenn Smith, is to use “Grow” fertilizer for 2 weeks 
then switch to “Bloom” fertilizer for 2 weeks. 
Alternate all year. [This editor has been using 
Glenn’s strategy for about 1# years. I love this easy 
method and so do my orchids!]

To figure out if you want cool or warm growing 
orchids, know the minimal temperature of your 
home at night: cool growing plants need 50 - 55 
degrees and warm growing plants need 65 - 70 
degrees.

Ants bring insects to “farm” them on orchids! Get 
rid of them.

Use cinnamon on open areas like cut spikes and 
leaves. It is a natural drying agent, anti-fungal and 
antimicrobial! (And it smells good.) 

And remember: it is OK to kill an orchid on 
occasion. Everyone who ever grew orchids has done 
so! So you are in good company!

Show & Tell Drawing 
Everyone seemed to like our new 
method: Bring a plant to show, and 
your name goes into a separate 
‘Show & Tell’ drawing. The winner 
gets first choice of the orchids on 
the Opportunity Table! 
Barbara Herod was our first winner! 
She brought Encyclia cochleata x Dtps 
Chien Xen Mammon.    
Congratulations, Barbara!
We heard so many members say that 
their orchid was not “good enough” 
to win so they did not bring it in. You 
are encouraged to show to your 
orchid flowers. Plants do not have to 
be perfect and there is no longer a 
“favorite” contest. Bring them in!

Show & Tell List
Bill Lenarz brought Neofinetia 
falcata, Masd. mooreana ‘Big Island’, 
C. Little Dipper x Lctna. Peggy San
Lynne Murrell brought Encyclia 
cochleata, Papillio mendenhall, 
Restrepia gutata, Epl. Little Nugget, 
Neofinetia falcata Sheetenna (pink)
Lisa Lee brought Aspasia lunata
Sandra Fallat brought Brassia 
verricosa

S u s a n A n d e r s o n b r o u g h t 
Phaleanopsis, Lc Love Knot, Blc. Geo 
King Serendipity x Tochie Aoki
Pat Olson brought Dtps. Purple Gem
M a r y a n d B F F a l k b r o u g h t 
Dendrobium nobile virginalis
M a r y A n n A l e a n d r i b r o u g h t 
Cycnoches Jean E. Monnier

Show & Tell plants and their  growers’ 
names will be published in the Back Bulb! 
(Pictures will be added if available and 
space permits) Be sure to sign the Plants 
for Show & Tell list on the display table. 

CYMBIDIUM GARDEN COMMITTEE 
NEEDED

Help is still needed for the MAGC 
Cymbidium Garden. We need 
volunteers to help with building 
the step system to hold shelving 
(donated by Bill Lenarz). Then the 
cymbidiums  can be placed the 
plants on the shelving to get them 
up off the ground! 

Anyone interested in helping and 
learning a lot about how to build 
a great plant display, please call 
Lynne who is the Cymbidium 
Garden Committee Chair-woman 
[847-0987] or sign up at the 
meeting! 

We always have a wonderful time!  
Please join us!

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS: The Back 
Bulb wants your  contributions: pictures, 
articles, events, news and subjects of 
interest to our  orchid loving members are 
always welcome!  Give a CD to Mary Ann 
at the monthly meeting, or  email 
Maleandri@comcast.net .

Thank You for the refreshments! 
Lisa Lee

Cathy Thompson
Linda Tripp

Helen Lindquist
Arthur Seabach

Thank You for  set-up and clean-up!
Bill Lenarz, Susan Anderson, Mary Ann 

Aleandri, Lisa Lee, John & Sandra 
Merlo, Lynne Murrell and Jeff Mulanax

Be sure to sign your name when you 
bring food or help with the room, so  
you can be thanked in the Back Bulb. 
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AOS Corner

The Salvation of Nomenclature

[Authored by Dr. Wes Higgins from Selby Gardens for newsletter editors at the request of Carol Holdren]

 Horticulturists have thrown up their hands in despair over all the changes in orchid names.!  First it 
was the species and then the hybrid names which began to change.! The purpose of a classification system is 
to facilitate communication. It is a user tool based on scientific data, but it must be user-friendly.! With the 
advent of molecular systematics, we have new insights into relationships within the orchid family.! The DNA 
data has caused taxonomists to re-examine the morphology and to rethink generic concepts .!  What is a 
genus? How big should it be? Can it  be too small to be useful? Unfortunately many of the recent changes in 
genera did not consider the impact on horticulturalists (the users).!

 The lectures at the 19th World Orchid Conference reflected a new trend where scientists have 
started consulting the users of the classification system.! New data has mandated changes in orchid names, 
but the changes need to be compatible with the needs of the end users.!

 At the general meeting of the International Orchid Commission, Cassio van den Berg proposed moving 
the Brazilian Laelias into Cattleya.!  This recommendation was well received by the group.! This change will 
greatly help with the nomenclature of this widely hybridized group.! Alec Pridgeon stated that a supplement 
could be included to Genera Orchidearum V to rapidly disseminate this change.!  The only dissenter was 
someone who wanted to do away with nothogenera and use just breeding groups.! The Cattleya proposal was 
forwarded to the Royal Horticultural Society (the hybrid registrar) for consideration.

! What do we have to look forward to:

A large Cattleya genus,

A large Epidendrum genus,

A large Pleurothallis genus,

A large Oncidium genus,

and a stable system of hybrid names.

!!

Orchid Trivia By Melba and Jim Butler:! 
“In a time of rapidly diminishing wild areas, of escalating population and pressure on what wild lands 
remain, it is necessary for  thinking people to do all they can to reduce their adverse effect on our world. 
Above all, be aware of your actions and their potential effects. Who cares? You should.”

(Last paragraph of the Introduction in The World’s Most Beautiful Orchids by Greg Allikas & Ned Nash, p 49; 
Thunder Bay Press, San Diego, CA and PRC Publishing, London, United Kingdom; 2005).!!

Our personal comments:!  The pages of this beautifully written and illustrated book are primarily of orchid 
photographs and captions by Greg Allikas and very useful, interesting, helpful and thought-provoking 
information on many orchids, orchid topics and subjects by Ned Nash.!  The two made a fine team for this 
work and in their Acknowledgments to several, they credit Greg’s wife, Kathy Figiel, as the proofreader and 
editor of the manuscripts.!!
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AOS AWARDS

5/31/08 - Express Orchid Expo 
Paphiopedilum emersonii ‘Kate’s Moon’ HCC 76 
species 
Exhibited by Mr.& Mrs.T.W.Culbertson
Odontoglossum Snow Fall ‘Dalmatian’ HCC 75 
(Odm.Tribbles x Odm.Bogong) 
Exhibited by Golden Gate Orchids 
Dendrochilum aurantiacum ‘Cozette’ CBR 
(prov) 
species 
Exhibited by Kreg Martin 

6/3/08 - Pacific Central - San Francisco 
Paphiopedilum liemianum ‘Kate’s Choice’ AM 
80 
species 
Exhibited by Mr.& Mrs.T.W.Culbertson 

6/3/08 - Pacific Central - San Francisco -
Paphiopedilum liemianum 'Kate's Choice', AM 
80 
species, Exhibited by Mr. & Mrs. T. W. 
Culbertson 

6/4/2008 - California Sierra Nevada - 
Sacramento 
Paphiopedilum Salvadore Dali ‘Monster’ HCC 79 
(Paph.liemianum x Paph.victoria-regina) 
Exhibited by Ramon de los Santos 

6/16/08 - Pacific Central - Oakland -
Barbosella dunsenii 'Joan', CCM 85 
species, Exhibited by Howard Gunn
Masdevallia unnamed hybrid 'Winston', HCC 77
(Masd. coccinea x Masd. Swallow), Exhibited 
by Amy and Ken Jacobsen

7/1/2008 - Pacific Central Judging Center - 
San Francisco
Oestlundia (Encyclia) cyanocolumna 'Winston', 
CCM 84
species, Exhibited by Amy and Ken Jacobsen
!
7/2/2008 - California Sierra Nevada Judging 
Center - Sacramento
Macroclinium lexarzanum 'Gold Country', CCE 
90
species, Exhibited by Gold Country Orchids
Paphiopedilum Lyro Blackhawk 'Sierra Sunset', 
AM 80
(Paph. St. Swithin x Paph. glanduliferum)
Exhibited by Curtis Gean
!
7/21/2008 - Pacific Central Judging Center - 
Oakland
Slc. unnamed hybrid 'Amy', HCC 76
(Slc. Sierra Doll x C. loddigesii var. 
harrisoniae),
Exhibited by Amy and Ken Jacobsen
(according to the new naming conventions this 
is a Sc unnamed hybrid)

Electronic Delivery of The Back Bulb: 
Everyone with email is encouraged to request 

email delivery!
See the photos in color! Save your Society postage! 

If you are not receiving your Back Bulb by 
email...Send your request for email delivery to 

blenarz@earthlink.net

mailto:blenarz@earthlink.net
mailto:blenarz@earthlink.net
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DUES ARE DUE (or over due) for some  members.  You will know membership has expired:
For snail-mail: the expiration date on your label is outlined in red.

For email, you will have a reminder message in your email. 
Please renew your membership today! WE NEED YOU!  Don’t miss out on getting your next Back Bulb!

MOS $ Membership 

Name______________________________________________________new_________renew_______

Address____________________________________________________________________________

Phone(H)_________________________________(W)_______________________________________

e-mail___________________________________________

Business, optional for roster ____________________________________________________________

Dues are $18 per person per year, or $20 for two at the same address.
Please make checks payable to the Marin Orchid Society.

Amount enclosed________________________

OTHER ORCHID SOCIETY MEETINGS AND EVENTS  
First Monday: Carmel Orchid Society meeting; The First Presbyterian Church, 501 El Dorado Street, Monterey; 

www.CarmelOrchidSociety.org 
First Tuesday: San Francisco Orchid Society meeting; San Francisco County Fair Building, Golden Gate Park, 9th Avenue and 

Lincoln Way; www.OrchidsSanFrancisco.org
First Wednesday: Sacramento Orchid society meeting; Odd Fellows Hall, 1831 Howe Ave. (921-0569), Sacramento;  

www.SacramentoOrchids.org  
First Wednesday: Santa Maria Orchid Society meeting; Veterans’ Memorial Center, 313 W. Tunnell Street; Contact Chuck 

Scheitaur at 937-6201 
Second Tuesday: Sonoma County Orchid Society meeting; Veterans Building, 1351 Maple Avenue, Santa Rosa (across from the 

Fairgrounds); www.SonomaOrchids.com
Second Tuesday: Monterey Bay Orchid Society meeting; Lincoln Ave Presbyterian Church, 536 Lincoln Ave, Salinas;           

(831) 663-3953
Third Monday: Orchid Society of California; Lakeside Park Garden Center, 666 Bellevue Avenue  Oakland; 

www.OrchidSocietyOfCalifornia.com 
Third Tuesday: Coastal Valley Orchid Society; Lompoc, CA; www.CoastalValleyOrchidSociety.com

Third Friday: Gold Coast Cymbidium Growers meeting; San Mateo Garden Center, 605 Parkside Way, San Mateo; Jeff Trimble 
at 650-368-8260; www.geocities.com/GoldCoastCymbidiumGrowers

Fourth Friday: Peninsula Orchid Society meeting; San Mateo garden Center; 605 Parkside Way, San Mateo; 
www.penorchidsoc.org

www.SantaClaraValleyOrchidSociety.org               www.SanJoachinOrchidSociety.org
**********

August 18, 7 pm: Auction and Ice Cream Social; Orchid Society of California (see above)
August 19, 7 pm: Annual Auction; Coastal Valley Orchid Society (see above)

September 13, 9 am - 4 pm: California Orchids Fall Sale! Species and hybrids, seedling to specimen sizes, in and out of 
flower and more great plants on! 'Fall Clearance' table; cut flowers, supplies, sound advice. californiaorchids.com

September 13 – 14:  Sacramento Orchid Forum Show; Shepard Garden and Art Center, 3330 McKinley Blvd., Sacramento; 
Contact: Jeff Tyler (916) 455-4292

September 20 & 21, 10 am - 5 pm: OrchidFest Sale and Exhibition; demonstrations, lectures, raffle!
 San Francisco Orchid Society (see above)  

September 20, 11 am: Annual Auction and BBQ; Sonoma County Orchid Society; $8 plus potluck side dish;                    
contact Larry Mead 707 539-516 for reservation

 October 3 – 5: San Diego International Orchid Fair, Quail Botanical Gardens, 230 Quail Garden Dr., Encinitas;   
Contact:Jamie Werner, (760) 943-2333, jamie@szpr.com.



MARIN ORCHID SOCIETY
PO BOX 251 
KENTFIELD, CA 94914-0251

Marin Orchid Society Newsletter May, 2008

MARIN ORCHID SOCIETY EVENTS ● 2007

August 24, 3 pm to 7 pm: MOS BBQ 
only $10 - RSVP to Jeff 459-3278 or jeffmulanax@gmail.com

August 26: Speaker: Jeff Tyler
 “Bulbophyllum Orchids: Beautiful, Bizarre Creatures and How to Grow Them”

September 23: Speaker: Andy Easton
September: Greenhouse Tour (date to be announced)

October 28: Fall Auction
November 25: Members’ Orchids Digital Show and Tell

December: Holiday Dinner: (date to be announced)

Next Board Meeting: September 4 at 7:15 pm at Jeff Mulanax’s home.  The board meetings are open 
to all members. Please give Jeff a call if you want to attend and he will give you directions.

mailto:jeffmulanax@gmail.com
mailto:jeffmulanax@gmail.com

