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            TThhee  BBaacckk  BBuullbb
Marin Orchid Society Monthly Newsletter May 2010

Join us! Marin Art and Garden Center, Tuesday, May 25
Orchid Doctor at 6:30; Virus & Water Testing (if Requested in Advance)
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President's
Corne r:

MOS is at a Crossroads

...again
 
As our next meeting
approaches, your Board is
facing a weighty issue, and
we would like your input. 
 
First let me say that MOS is
in sound financial condition.
We have a cash reserve
which gives us the comfort
that we can weather the
current economic storm.
Having said that, in 2009 we
ended the year with a
whopping $100 increase in
available funds. Our income
comes primarily from our 2
annual auctions, the POE
and Marin County Fair entry
awards, and honorariums /
donations by generous
members. We netted about
$150 at our re-potting event

Dear BackBulb,

First,  be sure to  read the President's letter  that s pells out a d il emma
MOS faces, caused by impending changes at MAGC.

Second, a big thank you to  Dennis Olivas for a fast- paced and
inf ormative orchid auction at our April  meeting. And a special note
of appreciatio n to  those responsible for the gorgeous array of
orchids. Considering how many plants ther e were, Dennis kept us to
our scheduled time and  gave members many opportunities  to  add
special plants to  their  collectio ns.

Third, the r e-potting  event f or members and the p ublic was
successful and more than hal f  the MAGC cymbidiums were re-potted
as wel l.  Adam's workshops were inf ormative and enj oyable. Plus, we
had good weather  this year!!

MOS is holding a second re-potting  and orchid cultur e event on June
5 at MAGC. Lynne, Bil l,  Adam and other s have put in q uite a b it o f
time to  pull this together : gracias, merci,  danke, grazie.

Note:  If  your web browser does not give a clear, two -column view of
this electr onic version of the Back Bulb, you can click the f irst l ine
in this  email  that s ays: Having trouble viewing this email? Click

here.

Sandr a Mer lo, Back Bulb Edi t or

Month ly Meeting : On Tuesday, May 25, MOS members and guests
meet in the Liv ermore Room, Marin Art and Garden Center, 30 SIR
FRANCIS DRAKE BLVD in ROSS (directl y across f rom the Ross Police
and Fire Dept at the Lag unitas Ave inter sectio n). See you ther e!



Debra At wood

Auctio neer Dennis Olivas

on May 1, and we make a
few dollars from selling
supplies (bark mix and
Nutricote). On the expense
side, our monthly speakers'
fees are higher than they
were in the past, and we are
purchasing higher quality
plants for the Opportunity
Tables and Auctions. Both of
these cost increases are
worth every penny in the
Board's opinion, as they
provide good value for your
membership dollars.
 
However, MAGC is not
fortunate to be in as strong
a financial position. As we
have shared with you over
the course of the last year,
MAGC has had to make
drastic cost reductions in
staff and maintenance. And
now they are looking to all
of the "participating
societies" to help offset
operating deficits. We all
love our current meeting
venue, we appreciate the
beauty of MAGC, and we
want to do what we can to
help.
 
Here is the dilemma: as of
July 1, MOS will have to pay
MAGC a room fee of $30 per
meeting; for our 11 yearly
meetings, this $330 is not
insurmountable. But the
other requirement is that all
members of the
participating societies must
join MAGC, with annual dues
of $25 per member. As one
MOS member observed, this
essentially raises the annual
cost of being a MOS member
to $50 per year, making us
twice as expensive as the
other Bay Area Orchid
societies.
 
We know that some of MOS
members will be willing and
financially able to pay the
$25 MAGC membership,
while others may not...and
we respect that. However
MOS will be required to pay
the difference, or lose our
meeting rights at MAGC. 

Know Your  Root s! Debra Atw ood Is Speaker May 25

Debra Atwood of Napa Valley Orchids wil l
share her incredible knowledge about the
varieties  of roots that o rchids have and how
important this  inf ormation is to  orchid
re-potting , choice of media,  and water  and
fertil izer requirements. Of course, her love of
orchid roots has led her to  above-average
orchid cultur e!

After  nearly thr ee decades in the ho spital ity ind ustr y, Debra star ted
Napa Valley Orchids in 2001. She not only maintains a greenhouse
fil led with o rchids (primaril y species), she is a consultant o n orchid
growing and helps her cl ients with g reenhouse maintenance.  Look
for her in the summer at the St.  Helena farmers' market.  Winter s
f ind her busy with o rchid shows. Debra teaches beginning growers
about orchid cultiv ation thr ough workshops and classes. 

Opportunity  tab le wil l be provided by Debra Atwood, selected f rom
her own orchid nursery; remember to  get your tickets  for the
drawing!

Note:  Dinner with the s peaker before the May meeting. Reservations
a must:  Let Lynne Murrell know in advance if  you want to  attend .

Show & Tell:  Bring in your blooming orchids for a special drawing for
the f irst p ick of the Opportunity T able!  Sign up on the Show and Tell
sheet on the d isplay tab le for publicatio n in the Back Bulb.
Reminder: List the g enus and species, PLEASE.

Refreshments:  Coffee and dessert wil l be served. If  your last name
begins with T  thr ough Z, please bring a dessert ar ound 6:30 pm so
we can set it up  for the meeting .  Members who bring a dessert wil l
be given a free str ip of tickets  for the o rchid drawing.

Directi ons to  MAGC: From the North on 101, take Centr al San Rafael
exit,  tur n West onto Third Avenue in San Rafael and continue
thr ough the Miracle Mile to  the hub  in San Anselmo. Take a left
(East)  at Sir  Francis Drake Blvd and then l eft into  MAGC. From South
Marin,  take the 101 ex it at S ir  Francis Drake Blvd, follow SFD past
the College of Marin and tur n right into  MAGC.
 

Successful MOS Spring  Auction A pril 2 7

Some extr aordinary orchids went home
with hap py buyers at the auctio n. We



With 55 current MOS
members, you can do the
math. 
 
We have an alternative,
albeit not one that the
Board relishes. We can seek
a different meeting venue:
going back to Hamilton, to a
larger meeting room than
we previously occupied, is
one option we are exploring.
Would the cost be less than
the MAGC fees? Would we
lose our Southern Marin
members if we move North?
We have faced a similar
dilemma several times in
the recent past, and we
know that any change will
cause repercussions. Please
help us to know what the
MOS membership wants. 
 
As we must make a decision
fairly quickly, we ask that
you provide feedback to the
Board by emailing
marin.orchids@gmail.com. 
Sandra Merlo will compile
your comments and
suggestions, and we will
discuss this with you further
at our May 25 meeting.
 
Thank you,

Lynne

New Members,
Renewals

Thank you to renewing
members Tricia Hall and

Christy Herrmann! We are
happy that we can enjoy your

participation in 2010.

Board of DIrecto rs
President:  Lynne Murrell

457-0836
Vice-President:  Susan

Anderson (707) 762-2917
Treasurer: Bil l Lenarz

457-1642
Secretary: Ron Ludwig

can be sure that some wil l become award winners at f utur e expos.

Members did a great j ob of keeping tr ue our auction motto  of: Bid
often and bid high! Competitio n got intens e at times  and that was
half the f un. Dennis kept the auctio n at a f ast p ace and ther e was
no time f or daydreaming or even a quick tr ip to  the l oo. I don't know
about the r est o f you, but I  sure wished ther e could have been two
of some of those plants.

Dennis Olivas brought a f abulous array of plants and those f rom Alan
Koch and members added to  the b uzz. The sil ent auctio n was a
success as wel l,  with memb ers waiting  until  the f inal moments to
post their  last b id. The food was a tr eat.  Thanks, everyone.

Phot o by Adam Anderson

Slid eshow of  Orchid  Festiva l in Taiwan

Thank you Ron and Gail for passing on this beautif ul slide show of
the 2009 Taiwan Orchid Show. Not only is it a tr eat f or our eyes, we
might p ick up some tip s for futur e orchid expos! Enjoy:
Taiwan Orchid Show

AOS AWARDS APRIL 2010

Apr il 6, 2010 - Pacif ic Centr al Judging Cente r - San Francisco
 
- Aerangis modesta 'Roshan', HCC 79 species, Exhibited  by Anna S.
Chai Ascda.
- Gail Noyes 'Full Moon', HCC 75 (Ascda. Fuchs Harvest Gold x V.
denisoniana), Exhibited  by Japheth Ko
- Centroglossa macroceres 'Kung Ran', CCM 82 species, Exhibited  by
Anna S. Chai
- Cymbidium unregister ed hybrid 'Green Butter f ly',  HCC 78 (prov)
(Cym. sinense var. alba x (Cym. Chestnut V il liage x Cym. Valley
Zenith) ), Exhibited  by Paula Shiu
- Odontio da Golden Point ' Spotty ',  HCC 75 (Oda. Robert Dugger x
Oda. Fort Point) , Exhibited  by Japheth Ko
- Wil sonara Sheila Anne '#1',  HCC 79 (Odcdm. Tiger Crow x Oda.
Wearside Patter n), Exhibited  by Golden Gate Orchid

Apr il 7, 2010 - Calif ornia Sierra Nevada Judging Cente r
-Cattl eya Lake Tahoe 'Monument Peak', HCC 78 (Lc. Floralia's Azul x
L. sincorana), Exhibited  by Gold Countr y Orchids
- Paphiopedil um liemianum 'Grenache', AM 85 species, Exhibited  by
Dave Sorokowski
- Paphiopedil um liemianum 'Candor Jelly Belly',  HCC 79 species,
Exhibited  by Bob & Lynn Wellenstein



Edito r: Sandra Merlo
342-9110

Web Master : John Merlo
342-9115

Community  Education
Committee Chair : Glenn

Smith 457-2538

Quick Li nks...
Marin Orchid Society
American Orchid Society
San Francisco Orchid
Society
Pacif ic Orchid Expo
Online Orchid Species
Identif icatio n

Auction P hotos

What a lot of fun we all had at
our spring auction. Bidding got
fairly competitive at times as
desirable one-of-a-kind plants
were offered.

Tempting Orchids

More choices!

Viewers and Bidders

- Sarcochilus Charm 'Jocelyn', AM 82 (Sarc. Bernice Klein x Sarc.
Fitz hart) ,  Exhibited  by James Morris
 
Apr il 10, 2010 - CSNJC - Centr al Calif ornia Orchid Society  Show
(Tropical Plant Society  of Modesto  Show)
- Dendrobium hemimel anoglossum 'Janet',  HCC 78 species, exhibited
by Dennis Wade
- Paphiopedil um un-named hybrid 'Annie',  AM 80 (prov) Paph.
(Maudiae x Shadowmaster ) x Paph. Hsinying Maru, Exhibited  by
Dennis Wade
 
Apr il 17, 2010 - Sacramento  Orchid Society  Show - CSNJC
- Cattl eya schil leriana 'Hannah Jane', HCC 78
species, Exhibited  by Jerry Latham
- Dendrobium Roy Tokunaga 'Littl e Ben', CCM 86 (Den. atr oviolaceum
x Den. j ohnsoniae), Exhibited  by Gold Countr y Orchids
- Epidendrum un-named hybrid 'Red Orb', AM 88 (prov) (Epi.  Pacif ic
Glory x Epi.  Hokulea), Exhibited  by Cal-Orchid
- Epidendrum unnamed hybrid 'Heat Str oke', AM 84 (prov) (Epi.  Sun
Valley x Epi.  Pacif ic Gir l),  Exhibited  by Cal-Orchid
- Epidendrum Pacif ic Volcano 'Orange Orb', AM 81 Epi.  Pacif ic Gir l x
Epi.  Pacif ic Lava), Exhibited  by Cal-Orchid
- Epidendrum unnamed hybrid 'Fireball',  HCC 79 (prov) (Epi.  Sun
Valley x Epi.  Pacif ic Gir l),  Exhibited  by Cal-Orchid
- Leptotes bicolor 'El Dorado', AM 81 species, Exhibited  by Gold
Countr y Orchids
- Lycaste schil leriana 'Apaulo',  HCC 79 species, Exhibited  by White
Oaks Orchids
- Paphiopedil um phil ippinense 'Jim Dandy', HCC 76 species,
Exhibited  by Phyllis Dobbs
- Rhinerrhiza divitif lora 'Jocelyn', CBR (prov) species, Exhibited  by
James Morris
- Sarcochilus hartmannii ' Yeti' ,  AM 80species, Exhibited  by Ramon de
los Santos

Apr il 19, 2010 - Pac Centr al - Oakland
Cymbidium Kirby Lesh 'Cinnabar',  AM 85 (Cym. Pink Champagne x
Cym. Red Beauty), Exhibited  by Greg Corrales
Phalaenopsis Tzeng-Wen Sentr a 'Jia-Ho', AM 81 (Phal. Golden Peoker
x Phal. New Sentr a), Exhibited  by Greg Corrales

Awards can be seen at:
- Pacif ic Central http ://www .aospacif iccentr al.org
- Calif ornia Sierra Nevada http ://www .csnj c.org

JUNE 5: RE-POTTING FOR MEMBERS AND THE PUBLIC!



Re-potting factory?

Sandra sizes up a plant

Hmmmmmm....

$15, $16, $17...

This orchid grows best
at...

Photos by Ann Weiskopf

THANK YOU !

Lin Rose Has Passed Away

Glenn Smith has advised us
that Lin Rose passed away this
month. He wanted his MOS
friends to know that she died
peacefully and apparently
without pain.

A memorial service is planned
and there will be more
information at our May
meeting.

DUES are DUE!
... and even overdue for some
members. Ways to tell if your
membership has expired: For
snail mail: the expiration date

on your label is outlined in
red.

For email, you will receive a
reminder postcard. Unsure?

Ask Bill Lenarz!

Please renew your membership

On June 5, f rom 10-2, MOS is staging an orchid re-potting  and
cultur e event f or members and the p ublic at MAGC. This event gives
us two  opportunities :
 - Make re-potting  simpler for members and the p ublic
 - Attr act new members.

Members, please arrive at 8: 30 for setup, incl uding soaking pots and
bark so that ev erything is ready at 10.  We wil l also set out signs to
advertise the event.

Prices are:
- Container  less than 1 gallon: $6 for re-potting , incl uding new pot
and medium;  if  division needed, cost is  based on number and size of
pots after  the d ivision
- Container  more than 1 gallon: $10 for re-potting ,
including new pot and medium;  if  division needed,
cost is  based on number and size of pots after
division.

In additio n to
re-potting , MOS
members' assistance is
appreciated  to  guide the public to  the
right ar eas, assist them in co mpleting
forms, replenish supplies as needed,
write r eceipts for plants, and collect the
amounts due.

Get the wo rd out!  Mark your calendar and invite yo ur f riends.

Once again,  members are invited  to  bring
food to  share for a potl uck after  we have
finished.

And remember to  think o nce again:  "We
wil l enj oy good weather  for this event! "

D&D Orchids Open House & Sale June 17-18
D&D Flowers Fall Open House and Sale wil l be on July 17 and 18,
2010  from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM in Half Moon Bay. The greenhouse is
not open to the p ublic except f or the spring and fall open house
events.
 
Dennis says, "Really good deals...  priced to  sell." There is no l ist o f
plants available and divisions are sold on f irst come, f irst served
basis. They wil l feature a $7.00 sale on many cattl eya, oncidium 
and cymbidium seedlings and back bulbs. D&D accepts cash or



today! Together, we add
quality to orchid cultivation

and awareness.  

Your current membership
ensures you will receive your
next issue of the Back Bulb.
Use the membership form at
the bottom of the newsletter.

Upcoming Board  of
Dire ctors ' Meeting

June 3 at 7 pm at Lynne
Murrell 's home. Board
meetings are open to all
members to  observe. If
you want to  attend ,
please give Lynne a call
for directio ns.

Spread the  Word
About MOS

Let 's make it  a goal t his year
t o let  more people know
about  t he value of  MOS
meet ings plus all t he fun. This
is a great  group of  people who
are ent husiastic about  lending
t heir orchid-growing expert ise
t o beginners. In addit ion, we
have a li brary, Orchid Doct or,
access t o OrchidWiz, and
informat ive meet ings.

CSNJC Speakers' Day

Mark your calendars and start
planning now to attend this
upcoming event on:
Saturday August 7, 2010
9AM to 5PM
Oddfellows' Building -
1831 Howe Ave at Alta Arden
Sacramento, Ca. 95838

Speakers are:
Glen Decker (Piping Rock

checks but no credit car ds.
 
D&D is located in Half Moon Bay 1/3 mil e east o f Main Str eet off
Hwy 92. Just east o f Spanish Town on Hwy. 92, ther e is a house and
firewood business. Turn onto the str eet between the ho use and
firewood business and go over the b ridge into  the greenhouse
complex. D & D Flowers is the f irst greenhouse on the r ight.  If  you
go beyond the l arge dinosaur statues in f ront o f the house and
Spanish Town and you are at Main Str eet,  you've gone too far.
 
Mahalo f rom Dennis Olivas!

MAPLETHORPE ORCHIDS OPEN HOUSE
Maplethorpe Orchids is planning an "OPEN HOUSE EVENT" the
weekend of June 12 and June 13 with p lants offered at a d iscounted
price.
The Open House wil l be f rom 10 am to 3 pm both o f the d ays.
 
Maplethorpe Orchids
3300 Maplethorpe Lane
Soquel, CA 95076
831-462-0257
 
Northbound Highway 1:
Take the Park Ave exit o ff  of Highway 1. Turn Right.
Continue to  Sequel Drive and take a l eft.  Take a right onto
Maplethorpe Lane.
Continue up  the hil l to  Maplethorpe Orchids on your right.
 
Southbound Highway 1:
Take the Park Ave exit o ff  of Highway 1. Turn Left and go under the
freeway. Continue to  Sequel Drive and take a l eft.  Take a right onto
Maplethorpe Lane.
Continue up  the hil l to  Maplethorpe Orchids on your right.
 
If  you have any questio ns, please email  or call Frank at Maplethorpe
Orchids.
Frank Stagi

Back Bulbs Needed for Falk irk  Demo Gardens

Just a r eminder that Gl enn Smith asks
each of us to  save and label any back
bulbs we end up with this  year as we
re-pot and divide our cymbidiums.
Glenne grows these on and then sells
the p lants as they come into  f lower. 



Orchids) Phragmipedium
kovachii and its hybrids.

Ron McHatton (Director of
Education for the American
Orchid Society) Orchid Biology
for the General Grower, part
2.

Marguerite Webb (J&L
Orchids), Good Things Come in
Small Packages, miniature
orchids, especially for warmer
climes.

Breakout sessions are also
planned.

MOS Has A "Blog"
Remember to  check out
the new orchid blog.
John, our webmaster,
invites you to  submit
your orchid-related
thoughts, hints, and
dreams:
MOS Blog

The sales, held at Falkirk in San Rafael, benefit the p ublic
Demonstr ation Gardens at Falkirk. These gardens have been
instal led and maintained  by Marin Master  Gardeners. Please place
your bulbs in paper or zip-lock bags with the cul tiv ar name printed
on plastic l abels or wr itten o n the outside of the b ag. All the b ulbs
from any one cultiv ar can be placed in a single bag. Bulbs for
unknown cultiv ars are also welcome.

Purp ose and Vision of  Marin Orc hid  Society

The purpose of the Marin Orchid Society, our Mission and Vision, is:
! To provide support f or those having common inter ests in the
appreciatio n and cultur e of orchid plants, to  broaden their  inter ests
and improve their  knowledge
! To acquire and distr ibute to  the members practical  and scientif ic
inf ormation about the co llectio n, cultur e and propagation of orchids
! To arrange the d isseminatio n of inf ormation thr ough exhibits,
lectur es, access to  publicatio ns, and any other  means, for the
encouragement of orchid growing
! To cooperate in and  take part in activ ities  of other  Societies  with
purposes simil ar to  those of this Society

Your ideas and articl es are always appreciated !

Sincerely,
 
Sandra Merlo
Back Bulb Edito r
Marin Orchid Society

 
MOS Membership / Renewal Application

Name_____________________________________________new___renew___
Address__________________________________________________________
City______________________________________________ ZIP____________
Phone(H)___________________(W)___________________________________
e-mail___________________________________________________________

Business (optional for roster) ______________________________________
Dues are $25 per person per year, including two at the same address.
Please make checks payable to the Marin Orchid Society.
Amount enclosed________________________

Mail to: Bill Lenarz, PO Box 251, Kentfield, CA 94914-0251, or bring thi s
form to  the meeti ng. 



MARIN ORCHID SOCIETY EVENTS - 2010

May 25- General Meeting with Speaker
June 5- Re-potting and Culture Event at MAGC
June 22- MOS Bingo Night and Pot Luck
July  27- General Meeting; Orchids 101; Mini-Auction
August 2 4- General Meeting with speaker
August ?- MOS Barbecue, date to be announced, at Lynne's home
September 2 8- General Meeting with Speaker
September ?- Greenhouse Tour; date and detail to be announced
Octob er 2 6- MOS Fall Orchid Auction
November 2 3- Members' Orchids Digital Show and Tell; workshop
December- No General Meeting. Holiday Dinner: Date to be determined.

OTHER ORCHID SOCIETIES MEETINGS
First Monday: Carmel Orchid Society meeting ; The First Presbyter ian Church, 501 El Dorado
Str eet,  Monter ey; Carmel Orchid Society

First Tuesday: San Francisco Orchid Society meeting ; San Francisco County Fair Building,
Golden Gate Park, 9th Avenue and Lincoln Way; San Francisco Orchid Society

First Wednesday: Sacramento Orchid society  meeting; Odd Fellows Hall,  1831 Howe Ave.
(921-0569), Sacramento;  www.sacramentoorchids.org  

First Wednesday: Santa Maria Orchid Society  meeting; Veter ans' Memorial  Center, 313 W.
Tunnell Str eet;  Contact Chuck Scheitaur  at 937-6201

Second Tuesday: Sonoma County Orchid Society  meeting; Veter ans Building, 1351 Maple
Avenue, Santa Rosa (across f rom the Fairgrounds) Sonoma County Orchid Society

Second Tuesday: Monter ey Bay Orchid Society meeting ; Lincoln Ave Presbyter ian Church, 536
Lincoln Ave, Salinas; (831) 663-3953

Third Monday: Orchid Society o f Calif ornia;  Lakeside Park Garden Center, 666 Bellevue
Avenue  Oakland; Calif ornia Orchid Society

Third Tuesday: Coastal  Valley Orchid Society ; Lompoc, CA; Coastal  Valley Orchid Society

Third Friday: Gold Coast Cymbidium Growers meeting; San Mateo Garden Center, 605
Parkside Way, San Mateo;  Gold Coast Cymbidium Growers.

Fourth Wednesday: Sacramento Valley Cymbidium Society, 7pm, Shepard Garden and Art
Center, 3330 McKinley Boulevard in McKinley Park, Sacramento.  Sacramento Valley
Cymbidium Society

Fourth Friday: Napa Valley Orchid Society ; 7:30 pm at Napa Senior Activ ities  Center  1500



Jefferson St.  Napa CA  94558

Fourth Friday: Peninsula Orchid Society ;  7:00 pm, San Mateo Garden Center, 605
Parkside Way, San Mateo, CA. Peninsula Orchid Society

********************************
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